
272

the subject, but the unexp
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also difficult to identify basic concepts
in the many facts presented. The
authors have anticipated these criticisms
in their preface where they plead that
neuroimmunology is in its infancy and
that interpretation is not yet possible.
The price of this limp cloth bound book
may deter individual buyers but whilst
the subject is evolving, library copies
will be deservedly well thumbed.

DAS COMPSTON
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F CLIFFORD ROSE

Therapeutics in Neurology By Donald
B Calne (pp 411; £22.50) Oxford: Black-
well Scientific Publications, 1980.
At the turn of the century when
general medicine had progressed little
further than boiling foxgloves in a
cauldron, neurology was making rapid
scientific advances into the understand-
ing, classification and specific diagnosis
of diseases. As therapeutic measures
became available for the treatment of
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cerebral dysrhythmia, infection, vita-
min deficiencies, syphilis, etc, so these
conditions were more and more seen
and treated by the general physician
who was rapidly attempting to reverse
the feeling of inferiority engendered by
the early neurologists who had lost little
opportunity of pointing out their own
expertise. Conversely, the general phys-
ician has never drawn back from point-
ing out the error of the neurologist's
way: the practice of elaborate diagnosis
of obscure and incurable disease in the
most expensive way possible. Neurol-
ogists have also been at fault in with-
drawing from acute neurology. It is
therefore a delight to read this excellent
book of Dr Calne's. The book contains
chapters on established forms of medical
treatment, and neuropharmacological
developments which have therapeutic
implications in diseases of the nervous
system.
The first section deals with neuro-

pharmacology including the blood-brain
barrier, neurotransmitters, neuromodu-
lators and neurohormones, and drugs
which affect transmission. There is an
excellent section on evaluation of treat-
ment but one would have liked a more
detailed discussion of trial design and
placebo effect. The second section of
the book deals with treatment for
various neurological disorders and the
third section entitled "Treatment for
Consequences of Neurological Disease"
deals with topics such as epilepsy, Park-
insonism, dyskinesia, myoclonus, spas-
ticity. The chapters on these topics are
excellent and can be strongly recom-
mended both to medical student and
practising neurologist. The author is to
be complimented not only on producing
such a useful book, but in helping to
allay the unfair criticism of non-
neurological colleagues secure in the
knowledge of their therapeutic successes
with chronic bronchitis, atheroma,
heart disease, chronic liver disease, kid-
ney disease. . . !

This book is certain to run into many
editions. It would be helpful to have a
larger section on the treatment of pain
-particularly the facial pains which are
such a common part of neurological
practice and often so difficult to man-
age. Treatment of raised intracranial
pressure could be dealt with in more
detail but these are minor criticisms of
a thoroughly good book.

LS ILLIS


